Botulism intoxication after surgery in the gut.
Botulism intoxication is described in a 45-year-old woman who was hospitalized with symptoms suggesting an intestinal obstruction. At intervention a 20-cm length of necrotic small intestine was excised and prophylactic antibiotics were given. Five days after surgery--during which time the patient was fed only parenterally--dryness of the mouth, difficulty in swallowing, general weakness, and difficulty with speech and in keeping her eyes open were noted. The patient was alert and well oriented. The clinical symptoms and the electrophysiological studies suggested the diagnosis of botulism. A serum sample caused death in mice upon inoculation and two samples of feces were positive for the presence of Clostridium botulinum organisms. Supportive treatment with botulinum antitoxin was given and the patient was discharged in good condition.